RICHELIEU
could overcome the Cardinal and undermine his prestige?
It was so recent a growth, and seemed still so fragile! For,
after all, on what did it rest? Solely on the will of the King.
To reach his present peak, Richelieu had previously joined
with Marie de Medici, and so long as this endured he had
been able at least to lean on the whole body of that faction.
But once in power, he had abandoned the Queen's policy,
and she was furious to see him making alliance with
Protestant powers against Spain. She might still smile on
him, dominated by his irresistible ascendancy; but it was
none the less true that she was bound to cherish sour
resentment, and that she would not uphold him long.
On the other hand, the young Queen, Anne of Austria, was
violently opposed to the minister. A sad destiny, that of
these princesses married for political reasons! Whilst
Henrietta of France, scorned and bullied, spent her tearful
days and nights in England beside an indifferent husband,
who was dominated by that insolent and foppish favourite,
the invincible Buckingham, Anne of Austria, in France, was
pining away with boredom. She could not complain of
the actions of Louis, who was ever courteous, but of his
aloofness, his shyness, his amazing physical frigidity, which
amounted to repulsion. It is practically certain that, in
this sort of widowhood so insulting to her beauty and so
galling to her senses, she was perturbed by the dazzling
elegance of the said Buckingham, who came as ambassador
on the conclusion of the English marriage. Flirtation went
so far that the seducer, accustomed to so many triumphs,
tried one night in a garden to take the young Queen by
force; suddenly alarmed, she cried out, her legs bruised by
the gold lace which flamed on the Don Juan's hose. Her
calls for help frightened the over-gallant ambassador, and
he made his escape. But he returned, and she was weak
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